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__________________________________Syllabus__________________________________ 

Course Description: This course introduces the emerging field of studies on inequalities from a world-

historical and environmental perspective. The main goal is to provide students with critical categories and 

historical methodologies to navigate through the works by Thomas Piketty, Branko Milanović, Jeffrey 

Williamson, and Acemoglu and Robinson. Topics covered include Kuznets waves, the “Great Egalitarian 

Leveling”, labor productivity, modernization theory, world ecology, and theoretical history.  

 

Grading and course requirements:  

1. Abstract of assigned readings: 3.0 points 

2. Final exam: 7.0 pontos. 
 

Course Units: 

I. The field of studies on inequalities 

1.1 Time and space in economic reasoning: discussing Acemoglu and Robinson’s Why Nations Fail.  

1.2 Inequality and the past: chronology vs. temporality in Williamson’s egalitarian leveling argument 

1.3 Thomas Piketty and his political theory of inequality  

1.4. Branko Milanović: Kuznets waves and economic growth.   

 

II. Inequalities from a world-ecological perspective  

2.1 Modernization theory and studies on inequality   

2.2 Labor productivity: the world-ecological foundations of the “Trentes Glorieuses” 

2.2 Who is afraid of world-ecological reasoning?  
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